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00. Barbara Kingsolver in Conversation	
Sunday, October 18 7:30pm $50 	
Orpheum Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/00 

Thank you to our Community Partner: Vancouver Academy of Music, and to HarperCollins Canada for supporting Barbara Kingsolver’s appearance in Vancouver.
Barbara Kingsolver’s bestselling works of fiction—including The Poisonwood Bible, Demon Copperhead, and The Lacuna—have earned her a devoted readership around the world. Kingsolver joins us with her new instant classic, Partita, in conversation with award-winning journalist and author Marsha Lederman. 
A promising, former music conservatory student has made peace with her marriage and modest livelihood, when a shocking phone call from an old lover shakes her to the core. With razor-sharp acuity and deep affection, Partita reflects on class barriers, the risks of ambition, and what might be the greatest romance of all: our eternal human longing for art and beauty.
Kingsolver herself is a pianist and music lover, and this captivating event will be uplifted by piano pieces performed by Allen Ding, a student at the Vancouver Academy of Music. Celebrate the opening of the 39th annual Vancouver Writers Fest at an evening of brilliant art, music, and conversation.  

[bookmark: _Toc239069184][bookmark: _Toc239074769]MONDAY, OCTOBER 19
01. Grand Openings: Read, Resist, Repair, Rejoice	
Monday, October 19 7:30pm $45 	
Vancouver Playhouse
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/01  

Our 2026 Festival embraces themes that are a rallying call to all concerned citizens: READ, RESIST, REPAIR, REJOICE. On this monumental evening, literary greats will transmit an indomitable light through the darkness, illuminating new and ongoing forms of resistance, and inviting hope through the enduring power of the 
written word. Esteemed authors and leading thinkers will take the stage, in wide-ranging sequential talks, to reflect on the essential themes at the heart of this year’s Festival. Hear original works from Ayad Akhtar, Cory Doctorow, Tayari Jones, Ruth Ozeki, Ece Temelkuran, John Vaillant, Jesse Wente, and Jody Wilson-Raybould. Hosted by Elamin Abdelmahmoud.
Presented in partnership with the Pacific Salmon Foundation.

[bookmark: _Toc239069185][bookmark: _Toc239074770]TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
02. Word! 1	
Tuesday, October 20 10:15am $12 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/02 

Our Spoken Word event series, curated and hosted by award-winning poet and spoken word artist Jillian Christmas, is a highlight of our youth programming every year—and so popular and quick to sell out, that this year we’re offering three chances to catch it. This Word! event features three exceptional performers: Brandon Wint, a sought-after performer who has presented across Canada and in Australia, Lithuania, Latvia, and Jamaica; poet and producer fanny kearse, who fuses their experience as a social worker and lived experiences as a marginalized human to express their activism through art; and Ayda Niknami, whose work explores Iranian diasporic subjectivity, love, and relational autonomy. Grades 8–12.

03. Masterclass with Gregor Craigie: How to Fight Misinformation
Tuesday, October 20 10:15am $12 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/03 

These days, finding information is a simple click away. But how can you tell if what you’re reading is true or false? With fake news on the rise, fighting misinformation is more important than ever. Acclaimed author and CBC Radio host Gregor Craigie recounts surprising episodes of misinformation throughout history, and shares ten concrete ways to spot and prevent it—including investigating a source, asking the experts, and checking your own bias—in this empowering masterclass based on his new book, Sticking to the Facts: 10 Ways to Fight Misinformation. Grades 4–7. 
Presented thanks to the generous support of the Pitfield Family in memory of Ebie Pitfield.

04. Storytime with Willie Poll
Tuesday, October 20 10:15am $12
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/04 

Salmon have followed the same migration routes for thousands of years, but the fish farming industry threatens their habitat and their annual journey. Now, many Nations are advocating for change. Young readers will learn about the life cycle of wild salmon in this informative storytime session with Métis author Willie Poll, the author of A Salmon Story. From fry to spawning adults, beautiful illustrations of salmon will inspire kids to protect this keystone species for generations to come. Grades 1–3.  
Presented in partnership with Talking Stick Festival.

05. Coming of Age
Tuesday, October 20 10:15am $12 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/05 

Becoming yourself isn’t easy, no matter who that self might be. And the protagonists of these YA novels face serious struggles that would pose a challenge at any age: a life-altering surgery, the effects of intergenerational trauma, a dilemma of faith. With support from friends and family, and the courage to live authentically, these characters come of age in their own ways. Teenage film buff Wali Khan prepares for a brain surgery in Salma Hussain’s It's Not Over Yet. In Here for a Good Time, Kim Spencer introduces us to Morgan, an Indigenous girl navigating school and a new love interest when a tragedy strikes, revealing hard truths about her mother’s traumatic past. And Ramin Abbas Has MAJOR Questions about how his queer identity can coexist with his Muslim faith in Ahmad Saber’s funny and thoughtful debut. Moderated by Tanya Boteju. Grades 8–12. 

06. Middle Grade Heroes
Tuesday, October 20 1:00pm $12 
Improv Centre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/06 

Three beloved, award-winning middle grade authors share stories of characters who tackle very different challenges, all with bravery and heart. When her best friend is placed in the ICU after a serious accident, Albie must take charge of their project for the Young Entrepreneur Club contest in Stacey Matson’s Eleven Out of Ten. Erin Bow’s Witchward Bound is a magical tale of two rivals, a cat and a raven, who must learn to work together to save the witch they both care for. And in The Book of Jupiter, Robin Stevenson shares the gripping and insightful story of a girl who realizes she’s lived almost her entire life inside a cult. The authors will discuss courage, creativity, and their writing process. Moderated by Shannon Ozirny. Grades 4–7. 

07. Jesse Wente: Tough Lies
Tuesday, October 20 1:00pm $28
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/07 

With his national bestseller Unreconciled, Anishinaabe author and broadcaster Jesse Wente cracked wide open the lies that Canada tells itself about reconciliation, offering a new path forward for Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. In Tough Lies, he continues to face difficult questions about this country with unflinching honesty, turning his focus to his own healing path and how it informs what he sees as necessary for reconciliation between Nations. With his characteristic candidness, Wente will explore topics from the controversial issue of false claims to Indigenous identity, to the racism he has faced, to his re-discovery of the game of golf—and the role it’s played in his healing. Moderated by Kathryn Gretsinger. 
Presented in partnership with Talking Stick Festival.

08. Graphic Novel Masterclass with Ian Boothby and Pia Guerra
Tuesday, October 20 1:00pm $12 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/08 

A suspenseful page-turner filled with all the looming dread of an isolated mountain, Frostbite is a chilling graphic novel for teens from creative duo—and married couple—Ian Boothby and Pia Guerra. Between them, they have multiple Eisner and Shuster awards, and have worked separately, and together, on projects ranging from Y: The Last Man to Simpsons Comics. In this masterclass, they’ll discuss how they collaborate with each other and how they bring such intriguing characters and settings to life through story, dialogue, and artwork. Grades 8–12.
Presented thanks to the generous support of the Pitfield Family in memory of Ebie Pitfield.

09. Mark Medley on Pursuing Impossible Goals	
Tuesday, October 20 1:00pm $28
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/09 

In Live to See the Day, journalist Mark Medley sets out to find people who have devoted their lives to dreams they know have little chance of coming true. Interviewing more than 250 people, Medley immersed himself in a question many have reckoned with: how to push forward when the world is telling you to give up. From the jungles of Indonesia, where a photographer has devoted his life to pursuing a mystery ape; to the deserts of the American Southwest, where a grizzled treasure hunter searches for a legendary lost fortune, Medley shares stories of hope and perseverance that defy conventional notions of what it means to live a rewarding life. Moderated by Marsha Lederman. 

10. Patrick deWitt in Conversation
Tuesday, October 20 6:00pm $28
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/10 

Famed for his dark wit and eccentric, rollicking storylines, Patrick deWitt is a favourite of the Festival. The bestselling author of The Librarianist and The Sisters Brothers joins us with one of his most raucous novels yet. Dodge City follows a young man on an amphetamine-fueled road trip across the United States, as he flees Los Angeles and the Vietnam War draft for the safe haven of Canada. DeWitt will discuss this anticipated book, as well as how he shines a light on the stranger aspects of human behavior, to equally hilarious and poignant effect. Moderated by David Moscrop. 
This event is organized in collaboration with the Canada Council for the Arts to celebrate the finalists and winners of the Governor General's Literary Awards.

11. Up Next: Debuts to Watch
Tuesday, October 20 6:00pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/11 

We take great joy in spotlighting debut authors at the Festival; they get to introduce their remarkable work to an enthusiastic and well-read audience, and you get the opportunity to meet them in a more intimate venue before their inevitable rise to fame. These three authors are already garnering rave reviews. Théodora Armstrong’s Welcome to Sunny Town, about a directionless art school graduate who moves to Japan to teach ESL, has earned her comparisons to Elif Batuman and Ottessa Moshfegh. Jane Park’s Inheritance is a moving Korean-Canadian immigrant story, and a most anticipated book according to Bustle, The Millions, Book Riot, and CBC. And Jess Gibson shares beguiling short stories in The Good Eye; André Alexis called it “the best first collection of stories I’ve read in years.” Moderated by Marian Botsford Fraser. 
12. Ayad Akhtar: The Radiance 
Tuesday, October 20 6:00pm $28
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/12 

Ayad Akhtar’s previous book, Homeland Elegies, was one of Barack Obama’s favourite books of the year, and included in best of lists from The New York Times, Washington Post, and Publishers Weekly. This daring new novel from the Pulitzer Prize-winning writer continues his gripping fictional journey through a nation on the edge. Moving between rural America and Europe, Islam and Christianity, the intimate and the metaphysical, The Radiance is a tale of this fraught moment in American history; and, more broadly, a visionary novel of spiritual transformation in an age of fracture. Akhtar speaks about this electrifying new work 
with Minelle Mahtani.  

13. An Evening with Colin James 
Tuesday, October 20 7:30pm $35 	
York Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/13 

With twenty-one studio albums and dozens of awards, Colin James is one of Canada’s most talented and beloved musicians. He continues to gain legions of fans around the world with each new record release and sold-out tour. In Playing the Changes, he shares a heartfelt coming-of-age story, from his childhood in Saskatchewan where he taught himself how to play along with blues records, to being asked as a teenager to open for legendary guitarist Stevie Ray Vaughan. Filled with memorable stories and James’s contagious passion for music, this is an unmissable event for his fans, and all who find inspiration in song. Moderated by Jared Bland.
Presented in partnership with Penguin Random House Canada. 

14. Tayari Jones: Kin
Tuesday, October 20 8:30pm $28
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/14 

Tayari Jones’s unforgettable stories are celebrated by critics and readers alike. Her books have received starred reviews from Kirkus, Publishers Weekly, and Booklist; been praised by Oprah and Barack Obama; and appeared on Goodreads’ Most Popular list. She is one of TIME’s 100 Most Influential People of 2026, spotlighted for her richly moving novels that stand in the tradition of civil rights organizers and the late 20th century Black women’s literary renaissance. She’ll speak about Kin—a stunning portrait of two friends navigating the complexities of life in the American South, and an Oprah’s Book Club pick—alongside the rest of her acclaimed body of work. Moderated by Kimberly Bain.  

15. Iain Reid and Ellie Foumbi: Horror in Hollywood
Tuesday, October 20 8:30pm $28
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/15 

Bestselling author Iain Reid is no stranger to the film industry. His uncanny, page-turning thrillers have attracted major film adaptations, with such names attached to them as Charlie Kaufman and Saoirse Ronan. Even so, A New Kind of Clean represents a new level of collaboration, between himself and award-winning filmmaker 
Ellie Foumbi. Originally envisioned as a film, the work became a novel as the two creators passed it back and forth, jointly crafting a masterwork of philosophical horror that follows a desperate aspiring actress who must weigh what she’s willing to sacrifice to reach her dreams. Spectacular on-stage visuals will set the tone for this otherworldly conversation. Moderated by Tom Charity.    
Presented in partnership with Vancouver International Film Festival.

16. Arizona O'Neill: Opioids and Organs
Tuesday, October 20 8:30pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/16 

It’s 2015, and Montreal author-illustrator Arizona O’Neill grieves at the hospital bed of her father, a man she hardly knew, brain dead after a fentanyl overdose. Doctors encourage her to act quickly to recast him as a hero by way of organ donations. Distraught, O’Neill makes a decision that will haunt her for the rest of her life. Her heartwrenching graphic novel memoir, Opioids and Organs, captures her struggles to come to terms with her father’s death and her role in making his life’s last decision—as well as inconvenient truths about the organ industry’s codependence on the opioid crisis, and its exploitation of society’s outcasts. She speaks with Garth Mullins, harm-reduction activist and author of Crackdown: Surviving and Resisting the War on Drugs.  

17. Canary in a Coal Mine	
Tuesday, October 20 8:30pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/17 

There are 3 billion fewer birds in North America than a half century ago. Worldwide, almost 50% of bird species are in decline. The ones who remain are still trying to warn us of impending danger—we would be wise to listen before it’s too late, as these three authors detail in their new books that explore the beauty of these creatures; the impacts of climate change on different bird species; and what they can teach us about our own future on earth. In Where the Earth Meets the Sky, conservation scientist Louise K. Blight chronicles her research on penguins surviving in the farthest reaches of Antarctica. Briony Penn’s The Seabird Trials traces a landmark oil spill court battle that resulted in the first settlement in North American history to compensate for the destruction of wild animals. Jackie Morris introduces a compendium of winged companions in The Book of Birds: an illustrated love letter to birdlife, and a clarion call to protect them, co-authored by Robert Macfarlane. Moderated by Laura Lynch.

[bookmark: _Toc239069186][bookmark: _Toc239074771]WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
18. Word! 2	
Wednesday, October 21 10:15am $12 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/18  

Our Spoken Word event series, curated and hosted by award-winning poet and spoken word artist Jillian Christmas, is a highlight of our youth programming every year—and so popular and quick to sell out, that this year we’re offering three chances to catch it. This Word! event features three exceptional performers: Brandon Wint, a sought-after performer who has presented across Canada and in Australia, Lithuania, Latvia, and Jamaica; poet and producer fanny kearse, who fuses their experience as a social worker and lived experiences as a marginalized human to express their activism through art; and Ayda Niknami, whose work explores Iranian diasporic subjectivity, love, and relational autonomy. Grades 8–12.

19. Earth is Ours	
Wednesday, October 21 10:15am $12 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/19 

Earth is ours—to enjoy, to explore, to share, to respect, and to protect for future generations. Middle grade readers will discover their own power to help save the planet, as three authors of fascinating new books take the stage one-by-one. In One Ocean, Mark Leiren-Young spotlights young climate activists and presents practical ways to keep the ocean clean, the effects of the climate crisis on our seas, and how to get political in your community. Neil Griffin shines a light on bats in Bat Planet, with facts about their biology, habitat, risks to survival, and how you can help these winged wonders. Willie Poll shares Minnow, a beautiful graphic novel about a girl who becomes a mermaid—a power that might help her stop a pipeline development! Grades 4–7. 

20. Storytime with Friends
Wednesday, October 21 10:15am $12 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/20 

Little ones will delight in readings of these imaginative picture book stories, while learning fun and gentle lessons about how to be a good friend. In Sara O’Leary’s A Friend Is a Friend Is a Friend, featuring charming illustrations by Qin Leng, a child arrives at summer camp, wondering how to make friends when one by one, the other kids share their ideas. Croc braves his fears to enjoy an adventure with his best friend, Mac, in the early graphic novel Mac and Croc by Jami Gigot. Juni of Hayley Lowe’s Juni and the Anything Tree likes to spend recess with her favourite friend, a fallen tree in the schoolyard—until she and a new friend need to save it from a community cleanup! Grades 1–3.

21. Us Against the World	
Wednesday, October 21 10:15am $12
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/21 

These gorgeously written new YA novels feature duos who are bonded by external pressures and fates. Forced to work together to survive a hostile world or situation, they discover each other’s true self. In Tessa Barbosa's dark fantasy, Isle of Teeth, two individuals—each cast as a monster for a different reason—band together to resist the powers of empire and the calls of the goddess of death. A reader and a writer secretly fight against government book banning in Behind Five Willows, June Hur’s reimagining of Pride and Prejudice set in historical Korea. Emily Varga shares The River She Became, an action-packed romantasy about a relic hunter, a mysterious fae captain, and the ancient crown they both seek. This is love worth fighting for. Moderated by Sarah Suk. Grades 8–12.

22. Of Magic and Monsters
Wednesday, October 21 1:00pm $12 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/22 

The worlds of these YA fantasy novels are chilling, thrilling, and utterly immersive. In Song of the Saltings by Rachael King, people on an isolated island live by an ancient bargain: every year, a sacrifice must be made to the Glimm, the creature that haunts the salt marshes. Humans wage war with wolves for control of the land in The Crucible of Pain, the latest book in Coltrane Seesequasis’s epic A Wolf in the Sun series. From Elle Tesch, The Hanging Bones is a gothic fantasy steeped in Germanic folklore, about a girl who enters a deadly, magical hunt to keep her family safe. The authors will share insights into how they build such engaging worlds that keep readers hooked until the very last page. Moderated by France Perras. Grades 8–12.

23. Standing Up for Ourselves
Wednesday, October 21 1:00pm $12
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/23 

Middle school isn’t easy. Kids are learning how to grapple with serious issues—from insecurity and prejudice to making choices about who and what to believe. The characters in these page-turning middle grade stories demonstrate strength of all kinds. A fledgeling shapeshifter learns how to listen to the voice in her heart, in Kai Cheng Thom’s heartfelt and hilarious The Shapeshifter's Guide to Gym Class. 
Jay Odjick’s kid hero fights crime and protects Indigenous artifacts 
in Kaboom! Volume 1: Blast Off. And Robin Stevenson’s The Book of Jupiter follows a girl who must wrestle with what comes next when she realizes she’s lived most of her life inside a cult. In an uplifting conversation, these authors will encourage young readers to believe in themselves, and to build and trust their own instincts. Moderated by Shannon Ozirny. Grades 4–7.

24. Jackie Morris: The Art of The Book of Birds	
Wednesday, October 21 1:00pm $28
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/24 

Jackie Morris’s gorgeous, nature-inspired artwork has captured the hearts of hundreds of thousands of readers of all ages, and is held by multiple public art collections. She is also a great lover of birds, and this love is palpable on every page of The Book of Birds, an extraordinary new collaboration by Morris and author Robert Macfarlane. A re-imagining of the classic nature field guide, The Book of Birds shows readers not only how to identify birds, but how to identify with the forty-nine declining or endangered species featured—so that we might be moved to save them from the devastating loss of bird species worldwide. As she introduces these precious creatures and shares her hopes for their future, Morris will paint live on-stage, with a camera set up to capture every stroke and feather. Suitable for adults as well as high school students, this a rare opportunity to witness the process of a renowned artist.  

25. We Are Connected
Wednesday, October 21 1:00pm $12 	
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/25

What makes you feel connected? Whether it is with your family, the land, your heritage, or the guidance of your ancestors, you belong in connection with the world. Young readers will feel a deep sense of belonging when they hear from cherished authors at this cozy storytime. Adapting a poem by celebrated author Richard Wagamese, Anishinaabe artist Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley invokes the powerful wisdom of the ancestors in Canada: We Are the Story. A parent teaches a child their heritage language and celebrates their roots in My Language Is a Garden, written by E.G. Alaraj with illustrations by Rachel Wada. Against the breathtaking backdrop of Haida Gwaii, Haida author K̲ung Jaadee explores the relationships that connect us across time and space in I am Connected. Grades 1–3.  

26. Andrew Sean Greer: Villa Coco
Wednesday, October 21 5:30pm $28
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/26 

An aspiring archivist takes up residence in the Italian countryside, becoming the assistant to the defiantly youthful, 92-year-old Baronessa, owner of a wondrous villa filled with art and antiques. Their utterly charming adventures unfold under the Tuscan sun in Pulitzer Prize-winning author Andrew Sean Greer’s Villa Coco, coloured with an endless stream of visitors, some love conundrums, and all the delights of la dolce vita. Greer himself moved from America to Italy a decade ago, and his book—and this charismatic conversation—will transport readers into an Italian summer, while offering vital reflections on how to live a meaningful life at any age. Moderated by Alix Ohlin. 

27. Ruth Ozeki in Conversation
Wednesday, October 21 5:30pm $28 	
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/27 

Multi-award-winning author Ruth Ozeki returns with a spellbinding story collection that will delight longtime fans—along with those who have yet to discover her philosophically witty, deeply compassionate work, including novels such as The Book of Form and Emptiness and A Tale for the Time Being. Spanning eras and geographies, the razor-sharp stories in The Typing Lady explore childhood ambition, youthful desire, midlife reinvention, and the unsparing clarity of old age. An illustrious writer at the height of her powers, Ozeki will discuss how we record ourselves in language, how language records us in return, and her own storied career. Moderated by Margaret Gallagher. 
Presented in partnership with Catalyst Agents.

28. Chantel Acevedo: Spotlight on Cuba	
Wednesday, October 21 5:30pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/28 

Chantel Acevedo has “written the impossible: an Odyssey for the Cuban 20th century” (Junot Diaz). Born in Miami to Cuban parents, Acevedo is the award-winning author of multiple books; Cages is her most personal and heartfelt yet. Over a thirty-year arc, Cages follows a man named Felix—a zookeeper in Cuba during the missile crisis, an exile in swinging sixties London, and finally, a dying man in 1980s AIDS-era Miami. The result is a dazzling mosaic of longing, deception, survival, and reconciliation, as well as a searing portrait of a gay man living in Fidel Castro’s Cuba, where homosexuality was branded “counterrevolutionary.” Acevedo shares her illuminating book in conversation with Maria Reva. 

29. Housing Inc. with Leilani Farha
Wednesday, October 21 5:30pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/29 

In Vancouver, in Canada, and across the globe, housing has become a crisis of humanity—one engineered by dictators, presidents, and prime ministers, and perfected by the financial firms that turn homes into sites of extraction. This year’s Massey Lectures will be delivered by Leilani Farha, Global Director of an international human rights organization and former United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Housing. In Housing Inc., and in this incisive conversation, Farha reckons with a crisis four decades in the making, and argues that the fight for home requires a different ideology in which every person counts. You’ll walk away invigorated to fight for housing justice, and humanity. Moderated by Jackie Wong.

30. More than Human: Wildlife in an Age of Extinction	
Wednesday, October 21 8:00pm $28 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/30 

Human civilization has been a death knell for too many other lives on our shared planet. These three luminous works of nonfiction grapple with the ever-evolving relationships between humans and animals, and offer perspectives on climate change beyond human exceptionalism. Forced out of their natural habitats, synanthropes are wild animals who’ve found ways to survive and thrive in urban spaces. From crows to raccoons, scientist Dan Werb’s Our Wild Familiars describes the ingenious ways they’ve adapted. As the climate emergency churns through the biodiversity of our planet, Andrew Westoll explores the practical and ethical quandaries of the modern zoo in Born to Be Wild. And in Endings, Neil Griffin takes us on an eye-opening, poetically lyrical, defiantly hopeful journey through the global history of extinction. Moderated by Laura Lynch. 

31. Valeria Luiselli in Conversation
Wednesday, October 21 8:00pm $28 	
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/31 

Your favourite author likely reads Valeria Luiselli. The Chicago Review of Books called her “a bard for our modern times.” The recipient of a MacArthur "Genius" grant and International Dublin Literary Award, her awards and accolades are countless. In her latest anticipated novel, Beginning Middle End, a mother and daughter take a roadtrip across Sicily following the collapse of a marriage and the dissolution of their traditional family structure. The journey unearths the origins of many generations of the family, and even further back, to a mythical and geological past. In conversation with Eleanor Wachtel, Luiselli will delve into eternal questions about home, family, time, and memory. 
Presented in partnership with Vancouver Latin American Cultural Centre Society.

32. UBC Night Class
Wednesday, October 21 8:00pm	$28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/32 

This returning event is a perennial favourite of writers aspiring, emerging, and established! Night Class is an interactive workshop offering writing tips and prompts across various genres, from instructors at UBC’s renowned School of Creative Writing. Learn key writing skills in five minutes or less from Sarah Leavitt, A.E. Osworth, Zac Hug, Frances Koncan, and Nalo Hopkinson, as each instructor guides participants through a different concept and writing exercise. Night Class explores a wide array of styles and genres, from stage to screen, comics to fiction, and more. This workshop is suitable for writers of every experience level. Hosted by Taylor Brown-Evans.
Presented in collaboration with UBC School of Creative Writing.

33. The World We Long For with Vivek Shraya and Kai Cheng Thom
Wednesday, October 21 8:00pm	$28 	
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/33 

Join two of Canada’s most beloved trans authors as they celebrate the release of two works of fiction exploring dystopian and utopian worlds that are frightening, fantastical, and not so far away from the world we live in today: Vivek Shraya’s The Hystericals, and Kai Cheng Thom’s The Shapeshifter’s Guide To Gym Class. As communities around the world face the ongoing impacts of social, political, economic and environmental crises, visionary stories such as these are more important than ever. Trans and queer communities will be celebrated at this powerful and healing event, and all allies and book lovers are welcome.

[bookmark: _Toc239069187][bookmark: _Toc239074772]THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

34. Of Love and Lies
Thursday, October 22 10:15am $12 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/34  

Why does love so often seem to be fraught with secrets, fakery, and lies? The protagonists of these coming-of-age novels navigate complicated relationships and false narratives, striving towards the truth in whom and how they love. Tanya Boteju’s Lake Life follows two teens who agree to fake-date for their own self-serving reasons, until their plan goes awry. In Ramin Abbas Has MAJOR Questions, Ahmad Saber shares the tender and funny story of a gay Muslim teen wondering if he needs to choose between his faith and his queer identity. And a young man must confront a long-buried family secret, his tumultuous relationship with his father, and the girl who connects it all, in Aaron Cully Drake’s When the World Was Twice as Big. Hear how to depict difficult relationships on the page—and how to face them in real life. Moderated by Rachel Sargeant. Grades 8–12.

35. Adventure Awaits!
Thursday, October 22 10:15am $12 	
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/35  

Pack your bags, take a deep breath, and prepare to face down a  kelpie, a cyclops, and a very stubborn Highlander cow! Incredible adventures await in these page-turning books for middle grade readers. Rachael King’s The Grimmelings is an unforgettable fantasy adventure about Ella, a thirteen year-old girl who must break the curse that threatens her community. Butter the cat and Owl the raven do not get along, but must band together on a timeless adventure to save their witch in Erin Bow’s Witchward Bound. Emilie Christie Burack’s Dominic Bean and the Mammoth Melt is filled with awe-inspiring science, exciting climate activism, and a secret woolly mammoth. The authors will share how they come up with such thrilling ideas, along with a few stories of their own childhood adventures. Moderated by France Perras. Grades 4–7.

36. Turi King: The Secrets of our DNA
Thursday, October 22 10:15am $12 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/36 

Professor Turi King is one of the world’s most eminent authorities on DNA and genetic research. Director of the Milner Centre for Evolution at the University of Bath, she is known for her academic work leading the genetics and identification of Richard III, advising on the case of Mary Jane Kelly (the last victim of Jack the Ripper), and leading the project on sequencing Hitler’s genome. In The Secrets of Our DNA, she opens a dazzling window into the world of modern genetics; takes us on a journey to understand the real science behind some of the world’s most famous crimes; and explains how genetics informs every aspect of our lives. King has won awards for her public engagement, and this event promises to present complex research in an accessible and utterly fascinating way for upper high school students. Moderated by Margaret Gallagher. This event is suitable for adults and grades 10–12. 

37. Masterclass with Faith Erin Hicks
Thursday, October 22 10:15am $12 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/37 

Writer and artist Faith Erin Hicks has worked on famous franchises from The Last of Us to Avatar: The Last Airbender. Her solo titles have been New York Times bestsellers and won multiple awards. In this middle grade masterclass, she’ll share the inspiration behind Inbetweens, her new graphic novel about twin sisters who face various challenges when they go to animation camp; offer some tips and practices for creating compelling illustrated narratives; and even bring out her pens for an exciting on-stage drawing demo. This is a can’t-miss event for budding graphic novelists and fans. Grades 4–7. 
Presented thanks to the generous support of the Pitfield Family in memory of Ebie Pitfield.

38. Word! 3
Thursday, October 22 1:00pm $12 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/38 

Our Spoken Word event series, curated and hosted by award-winning poet and spoken word artist Jillian Christmas, is a highlight of our youth programming every year—and so popular and quick to sell out, that this year we’re offering three chances to catch it. This Word! event features three exceptional performers: Brandon Wint, a sought-after performer who has presented across Canada and in Australia, Lithuania, Latvia, and Jamaica; poet and producer fanny kearse, who fuses their experience as a social worker and lived experiences as a marginalized human to express their activism through art; and Ayda Niknami, whose work explores Iranian diasporic subjectivity, love, and relational autonomy. Grades 8–12.

39. Meet My Family
Thursday, October 22 1:00pm $12
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/39 

Meet different families and cultures whose traditions create a loving home for kids, through these colourful picture books for young readers. Cemetery Game by author Alan Woo, with illustrations by Rachel Wada, explores the ancestor-honouring rituals of the Chinese spring festival Ching Ming, and how to find fun in them, too. Eat and explore with a young Indigenous girl visiting her family's reserve in Kim Spencer’s Springtime in Kitkatla. A boy learns how to say goodbye to a member of his own family—the koi fish he’s always cared for—in Jack Wong’s Goodbye, Koi, illustrated in the tradition of Chinese brush painting. This cozy storytime with sequential presentations will inspire little ones to reflect on their own family traditions, and approach others’ with curiosity. Grades 1–3.

40. Masterclass with Monique Gray Smith
Thursday, October 22 1:00pm $12
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/40 

When Charlie’s Kohkom asks him what the best part of his school day was, he knows right away: Indigenous drum circle! In Kohkom’s First Drum, Kohkom tells him that not very long ago she was gifted her very first drum, at a ceremony for children who never returned home from residential schools. Taken from her family when she was very little because of something called the Sixties Scoop, Kohkom only later learned what being Cree meant. Charlie teaches her a song so they can play their drums together. This masterclass for young readers with acclaimed children’s author Monique Gray Smith will celebrate the activities that bring families and communities together, and encourage readers to treat others with compassion. Grades 3–6. 
Presented thanks to the generous support of the Pitfield Family in memory of Ebie Pitfield.

41. So the Story Goes
Thursday, October 22 1:00pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/41 

Short stories are one of our favourite forms of storytelling at the Festival, and the authors of these three exceptional collections have gifted us with a bounty of astonishing worlds, multifaceted characters, and profound insights to fill our hearts and our shelves. The clever, wry stories in Dina Del Bucchia’s Tougher Than the Rest investigate the ripple effects of wealth disparity on women. Chanel Sutherland traces the lives of Caribbean immigrants navigating life and identity in Canadian cities, in her linked short story collection, Layaway Child. Amal El-Mohtar offers glimpses into gleaming worlds and fairy tales with teeth, and a plethora of award-winning stories, in Seasons of Glass and Iron. Moderated by Corinna Chong.  

42. David Szalay: Flesh
Thursday, October 22 5:30pm $28
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/42 

Winner of the 2025 Booker Prize, David Szalay’s Flesh is both a hypnotic page-turner and a revelatory exploration of desire, wealth, masculinity, and free will. A young man is carried thrillingly upwards on the currents of the twenty-first century’s tides of money and power, from poverty to unimaginable riches—until his own competing impulses threaten to undo him completely. The Booker’s panel of judges declared they “had never read anything quite like [it].” Szalay sits down for a conversation about Flesh, and the ineffable fates and forces that drive a life. Moderated by Alix Ohlin. 

43. Kim Echlin: Storytelling for a World in Turmoil
Thursday, October 22 5:30pm $28
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/43 

The acts of reading, writing, and sharing our stories are steadfast bastions against repression and despair; literature has been our shepherd throughout time, and—contrary to what some may believe—it is more essential and alive now than ever. In Tell Others: Storytelling for a World in Turmoil, award-winning author Kim Echlin blends her lived experience in different parts of the world with her wide-ranging reading, to explore in fresh ways how literature offers solace, thwarts censorship, and incites meaningful acts of resistance against the darknesses of our world. Join Echlin on a profound journey from Yugoslavia to China, and through the works of Milan Kundera, Salman Rushdie, and Margaret Atwood, as she sits down with Aislinn Hunter to discuss the stories that can never be silenced. 

44. Kawai Strong Washburn in Conversation
Thursday, October 22 5:30pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/44 

Kawai Strong Washburn’s debut novel, Sharks in the Time of Saviors, made him an instant literary phenomenon; it won the 2021 PEN/Hemingway award, was longlisted for the Center For Fiction First Novel Prize, and was selected as one of the year’s top books by Barack Obama and the New York Times, among multiple other publications. He returns with a new epic tale in The Names of the New World, following an irresistible pair of lovers as they try to survive the destruction caused by a massive storm. Join us to hear a rising star of the literary world, before he sweeps the awards lists again. Moderated by Maria Reva.  

45. Crime Time Conversations
Thursday, October 22 5:30pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/45 

Discover some of the most anticipated mystery, suspense, and crime novels of the season, as three authors take the stage to introduce their books in conversation with Marian Botsford Fraser. Lower City is a bold debut from Alex Spring AKA Jared Bland, blending a high-stakes viral kidnapping with incisive real-world social commentary. Detective Kate Taylor races against time to solve an art-world heist with life-or-death consequences in William Wodhams’s Thirty Feet Under. Bestselling 
Irish author Liz Nugent enthralled Festival-goers with Strange Sally Diamond; she returns with The Truth About Ruby Cooper, a dark and addictive novel about two sisters and the shocking incident that changes their lives forever. 
Liz Nugent's attendance made possible thanks to the generous support of Culture Ireland.

46. Cory Doctorow on Life After AI
Thursday, October 22 7:30pm $28 
St. Andrew’s-Wesley United Church
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/46 

In modern tech parlance, a centaur is a person who uses technology to be a better, more productive version of themself; a reverse centaur, then, is a person forced by technology to work at an inhuman pace. These stories are all too familiar: drivers made to deliver all day long; warehouse workers forced to work without bathroom breaks; and now, knowledge workers asked for impossible productivity under the mirage of AI efficiency. In The Reverse Centaur’s Guide to Life After AI, Cory Doctorow—the bestselling author of Enshittification and The Internet Con—deftly pops the AI bubble, recounting how we found ourselves in this dire situation and how we can advance to a place where the tools work for us, instead of the other way around. Moderated by 
David Beers.
Presented in partnership with Raincoast Books.

47. Marlon James in Conversation
Thursday, October 22 8:00pm $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/47 

The year is 1988: eight men in Kingston, Jamaica begin rehearsals for a play. Each has a different reason for being involved, but they all share one inescapable truth: all of them are gay, and must contend with the dangers that such a truth lays bare. In The Disappearers, Booker Prize-winning author Marlon James (now nominated for the Prize once again in 2026) offers a harrowing, unflinching, deeply human portrait of queer life in 1980s and 1990s Jamaica. James—who grew up in Jamaica and moved to the United States to escape the homophobia he faced—will share his profoundly moving latest work in conversation with Elamin Abdelmahmoud. 

48. Yasuko Thanh: An Eyewitness Account in Gaza
Thursday, October 22 8:00pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/48 

In the midst of the genocide in Gaza, ordinary Palestinian citizen Hassan Kanafani began posting about his daily experiences on Reddit. Three activists, moved by his words, collected his posts—which made their way to award-winning author Yasuko Thanh, who worked with Hassan to turn them into this book of powerful, clear-eyed witness. Pizza Before We Die is an essential first-hand account of the horrors of the genocide, and the dignity and resistance of the Palestinian people. Thanh is joined on-stage by Carol Shaben, author of The Marriott Cell: her co-written account of the story of wrongfully imprisoned Al Jazeera journalist Mohamed Fahmy. Together, they’ll discuss what it means to share someone else’s story when they are so horribly at risk.
Yasuko Thanh’s attendance presented thanks to the generous support of an anonymous patron.

49. The Poetry Bash
Thursday, October 22 8:30pm $28 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/49 
For poetry connoisseurs and newcomers to the genre alike, The Poetry Bash is a gateway to discovering new-to-you poets or hearing your favourites on-stage. Rob Taylor will host this atmospheric evening of readings and conviviality, featuring an awe-inspiring lineup of readers: Jordan Abel (Dad Era), Eve Joseph (Dismantling), Meghan Kemp-Gee (Nebulas), Canisia Lubrin (Bright Machine), Billeh Nickerson (Blood Clot Banana Bag), Gwen Aube (Missed Connections with Tall Girls), Jess Housty (How to Nourish a Cannibal), and Vancouver Poet Laureate Elee Kraljii Gardiner (sometimes, forest).  
Presented in partnership with Modo.

50. A Haunting of Novels
Thursday, October 22 8:30pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/50 

The pages of these engrossing new novels are haunted by the ghosts we’ve long known, along with the ones born out of our current techno-capitalist age. The jump scares here come from isolation, guilt, technology, corporate bureaucracy, and the corpse of one reanimated executive director. In Kim Fu’s The Valley of Vengeful Ghosts, a woman is left unmoored by the passing of her cherished mother—and her final directive to purchase real estate. Weaving together the perspectives of multiple fascinating and endearing characters, Daniel Zomparelli’s Super Castle Fun Park explores our abiding need for connection, with both wit and melancholy. We Are Underlings by Doretta Lau is a wildly imaginative, absurdist dark comedy, set at the only theme park devoted to death, dying, and the afterlife. Moderated by Robert Wiersema.
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51. Ece Temelkuran in Conversation with Commissioner Kasari Govender	
Friday, October 23 10:00am $0 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/51  

BC’s Human Rights Commissioner, Kasari Govender, hosts acclaimed Turkish author and journalist Ece Temelkuran for a vital in-person conversation and episode of the Beyond the Headlines series. They will discuss Temelkuran’s latest book, Nation of Strangers: Rebuilding Home in the 21st Century, a Commissioner’s Book Club selection, which considers a world wherein people are increasingly “unhomed.” Exploring the experiences of refugees and exiles, and those who feel politically alienated, morally estranged, economically excluded, or no longer able to recognize the countries and systems around them, they’ll discuss how we might rebuild “home” through our relationships and the strength we find with one another. This event is free to attend in-person or via livestream.
Presented in partnership with BC’s Office of the Human Rights Commissioner.

52. Good Reads
Friday, October 23 10:00am $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/52 

Our Artistic Director has the honour of reading piles upon piles of brilliant new releases every year. These three picks are reads she couldn’t put down until the very last page. Catherine Chidgey’s The Book of Guilt tells the gripping tale of three brothers, the only boys left in an orphanage after their friends succumb to a mysterious illness. Shortlisted for multiple awards, Ferdia Lennon’s Glorious Exploits is a riotously funny account of two potters who decide to stage a play amid the Peloponnesian War. Seasons of Glass and Iron is a wondrous new collection, filled with award-winning and nominated stories from Amal El-Mohtar. In sequential interviews with Tara McGuire, the authors will share their compelling latest works. 
Ferdia Lennon's attendance made possible thanks to the generous support of Culture Ireland. Catherine Chidgey's attendance generously supported by Creative New Zealand Toi Aotearoa.

53. Do It Wrong: Poetry Masterclass with Derek Beaulieu
Friday, October 23 10:00am $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/53 

In this radically liberating masterclass, Derek Beaulieu will hand poets, students, and educators a permission slip to take a path others reject, do the counter-intuitive thing, and embrace the weird. Beaulieu is the Director of Literary Arts at Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity and the award-winning author/editor of over 25 collections. Do It Wrong: How to Be a Poet In the Twenty-First Century distills 20 years of his experience teaching creative writing into a joyfully mischievous manifesto on how to write and teach poetry with meaning. Come together with other poets for a playful and generative workshop.

54. Storytelling from the Edge of Reality
Friday, October 23 10:00am $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/54 

Taking place in the liminal spaces between reality, fantasy, and dreams, these mesmerizing novels will root themselves in your psyche, and linger for a long time to come. An unraveling couple are sucked into a maze of duplicate selves when they stumble on a porn film based on the ancient Greek myth of Ariadne, in Angélique Lalonde’s eclectic Variations on a Dream. Michelle Porter spins a modern tale of identity and belonging in A Glacier’s Guide to Dying, wherein a young Métis man searching for his missing father finds himself arguing with a dying glacier. And multiple narratives come together across time and space in Portia Elan’s Homebound, united by the very things that make us human, and one unfinished video game saved to a floppy disk. Take a trip to the thresholds of reality. Moderated by Michelle Cyca.

55. Rollie Pemberton: Ways of Listening	
Friday, October 23 1:00pm	 $28 
Improv Centre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/55 

The internet has made music simultaneously omnipresent and disposable. There is more music being produced now than at any point in human history, and streaming platforms are the ultimate distribution model—yet algorithms and social media platforms have reduced music to background noise, dissuading listeners from developing their own taste, all while artist royalties plummet. In Ways of Listening: Building a Deeper Relationship with Music in the Streaming Era, acclaimed author Rollie Pemberton—AKA Cadence Weapon, Polaris Prize-winning rapper and producer—outlines a path forward for the contemporary music lover. In a lively conversation with Elamin Abdelmahmoud, he’ll dissect our current musical landscape, from Charli xcx’s groundbreaking Brat album rollout to AI’s struggle to understand what makes a song popular.  

56. Repair and Revive
Friday, October 23 1:00pm	 $28 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/56 

In response to the cascading calamities of the climate emergency, three authors of vital works of environmental nonfiction come together to envision a path towards repairing our relationship with the earth—and reviving our awe of the natural world. From environmental advocate and longtime editor-in-chief of Sierra magazine Jason Dove Mark, The Earth Said Remember Me is a rallying cry and a manifesto against “shifting baseline syndrome”, or the normalization of extreme conditions. Robert Moor’s In Trees, a Best Book of the Year (The New Yorker, NPR), weaves across philosophy, history, and science to marvel at the miracle, and wisdom, of trees. John Vaillant’s Fire Weather won numerous awards for its insight into the 2016 Fort McMurray wildfire and its urgent warning about the rapidly changing relationship between fire and humankind. Come for an essential conversation about the future of our home. Moderated by Arno Kopecky.

57. Verses of Transformation
Friday, October 23 1:00pm	$28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/57 

Multi-award-winning poet Canisia Lubrin introduced this event at last year’s Festival to great accolade; attendees called it “inspiring and beautiful,” “a pure joy,” and remarked that “Vancouver needs more events like this.” We’re thrilled to bring it back for a second year, featuring a new lineup of poets to shake and wake up your spirit: Jordan Abel, Gwen Aube, Camilla Gibb, Jess Housty, Shani Mootoo, and Lisa Robertson. Once again, Lubrin will bring her bag of thought-provoking questions, and each poet will read from their work and reflect on a secret question drawn from the bag on-stage and posed, one poet to the next, in a carousel-style reading and fireside-style chat. The result is a uniquely memorable and transformative event.  

58. Monique Gray Smith: Sharing the Light
Friday, October 23 1:00pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/58 

Award-winning author Monique Gray Smith’s books resonate with readers of all generations and backgrounds. In Sharing the Light, she weaves together short stories, poignant reflections, and thoughtful questions that invite readers to pause and reconnect with their inner light. And as an Indigenous author, Smith brings her cultural wisdom and unique perspective to each offering. This healing event will be filled with comforting stories and actionable guidance on how to care for ourselves and the world around us. You’ll leave hopeful and inspired. Moderated by Carleigh Baker. 
Presented in partnership with Talking Stick Festival.

59. Sally Hayden: This Is Also a Love Story
Friday, October 23 1:00pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/59 

Celebrated foreign correspondent Sally Hayden has spent her career on the frontlines—with headlines in the New York Times, The Washington Post, The Guardian, Al Jazeera, and other outlets across the world—uncovering some of the darkest crises of our time. Yet in her latest work of nonfiction, This Is Also a Love Story, she’s chosen to highlight the incredible goodness she’s encountered, shown by people across the globe. Hear deeply human stories of enduring love in the face of catastrophe, from a mother in Nigeria who risks everything to save her daughter from forced marriage to Boko Haram militants, to a couple separated by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Moderated by Kathryn Gretsinger.   
Sally Hayden's attendance made possible thanks to the generous support of Culture Ireland.

60. Icons of the Ice: Jennifer Botterill and Cassie Campbell-Pascall	
Friday, October 23 5:00pm	$28 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/60 

It’s Hockey Night at the Vancouver Writers Fest, where our stage will be graced by two legends who paved the way for women’s hockey in Canada. As the longest-serving captain in Canadian women’s hockey history, Cassie Campbell-Pascall was the first of any gender to lead the country to two Olympic gold medals. Jennifer Botterill debuted as the youngest player on Team Canada at the first Olympics for women’s ice hockey, going on to win three gold medals. After retiring from the game, both women have continued to set records and advocate tirelessly for the future of women’s hockey. They’ll discuss life on and off the ice, in an inspiring conversation about how to give your all to any sport or passion. Moderated by Karin Larsen.  

61. True Life Fiction	
Friday, October 23 5:00pm	 $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/61 

Is it fact, fiction, or a malleable third category, somewhere in between? Three authors join us with standout works of autofiction, offering a kernel of truth and a dash of myth. Shani Mootoo offers her most intimate work yet in Starry Starry Night, following a young girl and her family as they navigate life in 1960s Trinidad. In Ten Clear Days, Eric Beck Rubin shares the story of his grandmother, a Holocaust survivor, who requests medical assistance in dying in her final days. Damien Wilkins joins us from New Zealand with novel Delirious, in which an aging couple faces challenging questions about care. Moderated by Shaena Lambert. 
Participation of Eric Beck Rubin made possible thanks to the generous support of Sam Znaimer in memory of award-winning novelist Nancy Richler. Damien Wilkins' attendance generously supported by Creative New Zealand Toi Aotearoa.

62. Liz Nugent in Conversation
Friday, October 23 5:00pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/62 

Before becoming a full-time writer, Liz Nugent worked in film, theatre, and television. We’re lucky she turned her efforts to writing perfect jewels of crime fiction, like Skin Deep, Our Little Cruelties, and Strange Sally Diamond. Her #1 bestselling books have won her devoted fans around the world, along with five Irish Book Awards. Nugent joins us in-person from Dublin with her latest brilliantly plotted masterpiece, The Truth About Ruby Cooper. This new, gripping suspense novel alternates between the perspectives of two sisters as they grapple with the incident that changed both of their lives forever. Hear from one of the top crime writers working today. Moderated by Robert Wiersema.  
Liz Nugent's attendance made possible thanks to the generous support of Culture Ireland.

63. Eden Robinson in Conversation
Friday, October 23 5:00pm $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/63 

Internationally acclaimed Haisla and Heiltsuk author Eden Robinson has cemented her place as one of Canada’s literary giants. From her groundbreaking debut, Monkey Beach, to her bestselling Trickster trilogy, she brings readers on page-turning rides through supernatural worlds steeped in Indigenous traditions. The Sorceress of Sky Serpents is the latest anticipated adventure from the Writers’ Trust Engel/Findley Award-winning writer, set on a dangerous planet where monsters haunt the survivors of an apocalyptic sorcerers’ war. In conversation with Monique Gray Smith, Robinson will discuss how she wove fantasy with the Indigenous cultures of the Pacific Northwest to create a new, one-of-a-kind world.
Presented in partnership with Penguin Random House Canada and Talking Stick Festival.


64. Dancing On My Own: Lyrics Night
Friday, October 23 8:00pm $45 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/64 

Help! Our Festival authors are stuck on an Island in the Sun! But look on the Mr. Brightside—they’ve each got one Irreplaceable song to keep them Stayin’ Alive. In this year’s edition of our beloved Lyrics Night—featuring dramatic readings of song lyrics that will have you laughing, crying, and everything in between—writers will serenade you with the one song they’d bring to a deserted island. Whether their picks are Rhythms of the Night or Bittersweet Symphonies, they’ll have you feeling like you’re Soaking Up the Sun right there with them. Hosted by Elamin Abdelmahmoud with DJ Ice B. See our website for the list of participants! Plus, stick around afterwards to groove with your favourite authors at our celebrated Dance Party (Event #68). 
Add a free ticket to event 68. Let's Groove: Dance Party when you purchase tickets to Lyrics Night!

65. An Evening with the Scots: Douglas Stuart and Damian Barr
Friday, October 23 7:00pm	$28 
St. Andrew’s-Wesley United Church
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/65 

Enjoy an evening in the fine company of two of Scotland’s most renowned contemporary writers: Douglas Stuart and Damian Barr. Stuart, the Booker Prize-winning author of Shuggie Bain and Young Mungo, returns with his latest masterpiece recently longlisted for the 2026 Booker Prize, John of John. This astonishingly layered portrait of a father-son relationship is sure to bring Stuart new awards and devotees. Damien Barr’s debut novel, You Will Be Safe Here, was shortlisted for six major awards; his acclaimed book The Two Roberts reimagines one of the most passionate love stories of modern British art, in a moving meditation on devotion and obsession, art, and class.  Moderated by Bill Richardson.
Damian Barr’s attendance presented thanks to the generous support of an anonymous patron and Publishing Scotland’s Author International Travel Fund.

66. Anakana Schofield: Library of Brothel
Friday, October 23 8:00pm	$28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/66 

Embark on a literary journey like nothing before in Anakana Schofield’s Library of Brothel. In a class with Beckett, Joyce, and O’Brien (The Guardian), Schofield’s absurdist creation is a cri de coeur for human connection and the right to meaningful work, told with irresistibly inventive style and uproarious humour. In a building perched in a city where jobs are scarce, no one can find a date, and many struggle just to be housed, a unique and precarious economy flourishes. Cross the threshold and enter a world of intellectual stimulation and effervescent experiments with language. Moderated by Mark Medley.  

67. The Politics of Fiction
Friday, October 23 8:00pm	$28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/67 

Fiction wields a uniquely compelling power to critique or disseminate political ideas, and in doing so, bend the course of history. Whether they examine a lost history of labour buried underneath Paris, a rent-controlled apartment in modern-day Manhattan, or a proletarian revolution at the end of the twenty-first century, these fascinating novels are bolstered by their political missives. Jordy Rosenberg’s Night Night Fawn offers an unhinged manifesto from a dying woman, and “the Marxist, trans, comedic dystopia we need in 2026” (Electric Literature). Lisa Robertson poetically excavates the unrepresented labour of Parisian laundresses, and of women past and present, in Riverwork. Capitalism is skewered in The Coffin of Honey, Geoffrey D. Morrison’s space-age fable of Marxist theory and ancient empires. Moderated by David Moscrop.  

68. Let's Groove: Dance Party
Friday, October 23 10:00pm $10 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/68 

We Just Can’t Get Enough of our annual dance party where writers and readers alike get On the Floor to Pump Up the Jam. There’s no need to feel Blue (Da Ba Dee) when you can Jump Around to some Club Classics. And as with every Festival event, you’ll face thought-provoking questions like “What Is Love?”, “Can I Kick It?”, and “Who Let the Dogs Out?” So please Say You’ll Be There, because You Should Be Dancing at this Festival Friday night favourite. Featuring DJ Ice B on the turntables.
The dance party is ticketed and open to all; receive a free ticket to the dance party if you purchase tickets to 64. Lyrics Night at the same time!
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69. Roundtable on Canadian Sovereignty
Saturday, October 24 10:30am $28
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/69  

Canadian politics is at a crossroads, faced with both foreign interference and aggression, and crumbling institutions from within. Respected authors and political commentators take the stage to address the threats undermining Canadian democracy and sovereignty, and discuss solutions for our survival. Andrew Coyne’s The Crisis of Canadian Democracy is a powerful wake-up call, revealing a parliamentary structure eroded by unaccountable leaders, disempowered MPs, manipulated elections, and systemic dysfunction. Patrick Lennox worked to counter foreign interference for over a decade; in On Treason, he investigates how the Alberta separatism movement has been aided and abetted by foreign actors and targeted disinformation. Carol Off takes us on a journey through Canadian history in True Patriot Love, weaving it with personal experiences to offer a clear-eyed perspective on the future of our country. Moderated by Max Fawcett.

70. Echoes of WWII: Resisting Fascism, Then and Now
Saturday, October 24 10:30am $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/70 

The warnings of WWII ring out piercingly today, as a new wave of fascism threatens countries around the globe. Acclaimed authors Mark Braude and Jane Rogoyska share the breathtaking real stories of ordinary citizens who resisted fascism and helped each other survive. Braude’s The Typewriter and the Guillotine reveals the story of Janet Flanner, an American journalist assigned to write a puff piece about Paris. Upon encountering signs of rising extremism, she worked tirelessly to alert readers to the dangers of the Third Reich instead, reinventing The New Yorker in the process. The Hotel Lutetia in Paris has long been a meeting place for artists, intellectuals, musicians, and politicians; in Hotel Exile, Jane Rogoyska covers the years when it became a place of refuge for people escaping Nazi Germany. Moderated by Robert Wiersema.  
Jane Rogoyska's appearance generously supported by the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Vancouver.

71. Poets in Conversation
Saturday, October 24 10:30am $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/71 

Join an exhilarating conversation about craft, language, and meaning as three renowned Canadian poets sit down for a wide-ranging conversation about the art of verse. Canisia Lubrin guided many memorable conversations as our 2025 Guest Curator; the Carol Shields Prize for Fiction-winning author returns with Bright Machine, a collection that addresses the myth of the developed world and its heirs and casualties. Griffin Poetry Prize-winning poet Eve Joseph takes things apart and builds them again from scratch, transforming the mundane into the mysterious, in Dismantling. Along with being a celebrated poet, Derek Beaulieu has 20 years of experience teaching creative writing; he offers a manifesto on thinking outside the box in Do It Wrong: How to Be a Poet In the Twenty-First Century. Hosted by Aislinn Hunter.

72. David Treuer in Conversation
Saturday, October 24 10:30am $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/72 

Growing up on the Leech Lake reservation in Minnesota, bestselling author David Treuer inherited two often opposing views of America. His mother, the first American Indigenous woman judge in the country, grew up facing poverty and violence perpetuated by racist institutions. His father, a Holocaust survivor, came to view America as the country that offered him refuge and freedom from persecution. Treuer leverages this unique dual perspective in his groundbreaking memoir, The Savage Mind: An Indigenous Legacy. In this moving conversation, he’ll reckon with the history of violence in North America and our complicity in normalizing it, while offering a hopeful view of Turtle Island’s future. Moderated by Stephanie Sinclair.  
Presented in partnership with Talking Stick Festival.

73. Vancouver: A Field Guide
Saturday, October 24 1:30pm $28 
Umbrella
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/73 

Local legends disclose little-known facts, share varying perspectives, and profile the people who keep Vancouver’s heart beating at this panel event centred on the city we call home. Steve Burgess offers his philosophy for living well on a budget, along with localized practical tips, in Cheapskate in Lotusland. Journalist Christopher Cheung’s Very Vancouver takes us beneath the surface of the “city of glass,” revealing how real families, businesses, and individuals are making a home here. Justin McElroy offers a different take in Searching for the Best Place on Earth: seeking a fresh vantage point, he visited fifty-two countries in fifty-two weeks to see how Vancouver truly compares on the world stage. Moderated by Sam Wiebe, the author of Shot in Vancouver, a history of Vancouver’s film industry. 
Presented in partnership with the Magazine Association of BC.

74. Molly Crabapple on the Story of the Jewish Bund
Saturday, October 24 1:30pm $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/74 

Established in 1897, the Jewish Labor Bund was once the most influential Jewish political force in eastern Europe. Secular, socialist, and uncompromisingly anti-Zionist, the Bundists fought for dignity and equality, not in an imagined homeland in Palestine but “here where we live.” Award-winning writer and artist Molly Crabapple offers the first popular history of the Bund in Here Where We Live Is Our Country. Naomi Klein called it “that rarest of books: a gripping, human story of love, idealism, and betrayal—and an immense, rigorous contribution to the historical record.” Crabapple will bring a revolutionary movement to life, and address its message of solidarity and liberation in our current place in history, in conversation with Peter Klein.   

75. Blending Genres
Saturday, October 24 1:30pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/75 

Each of these authors combine the unexpected—either writing in many genres across works, or blending multiple genres in one book. Bestselling author Camilla Gibb’s debut poetry collection, I Used to Be a Pisces, weaves poems of hope, grief, and the persistent pursuit of renewal with her original collage work. Straddling fiction and memoir, Ten Clear Days delves into the story of author Eric Beck Rubin’s grandmother, a Holocaust survivor who requested medical assistance in dying in her final days. Anakana Schofield’s previous book won the Amazon First Novel Award; she brings readers on a madcap journey through implausible architecture and syntactic innovation in Library of Brothel. Moderated by Vancouver Poet Laureate Elee Kraljii Gardiner.
Participation of Eric Beck Rubin made possible thanks to the generous support of Sam Znaimer in memory of Nancy Richler.

76. The Dating Game: Romance Novel Edition
Saturday, October 24 1:30pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/76 

Looking for a hot new romance novel to sweep you off your feet? We’ve got four irresistible suitors for you! Inspired by dating game shows of yore, this panel puts romance authors in the hot seat to help you find your next match. Bal Khabra explores an unexpected spark between a star hockey player and his coach’s daughter in Embrace. Katrina Kwan returns to the Festival with Love Among Thieves, a spicy romance between a hacker and his target. In Let’s Kiss and Tell, Canada Reads-shortlisted author Joss Richard brings a sex columnist and a newspaper reporter together for a sizzling new twist on fake dating. And in This Changes Everything, Danielle McKechnie turns the nostalgia of a big-city romcom into a tender story about second chances. Take your most suitable book home, or all four; we encourage experimenting. Hosted by Rachel Sargeant.

77. Jason Stanley: Erasing History
Saturday, October 24 5:00pm $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/77 

Bestselling author Jason Stanley started teaching at the University of Toronto’s Munk School of Global Affairs & Public Policy as part of a small exodus of former Yale professors, all experts in authoritarianism, who left the United States in light of the Trump administration’s attacks on civil liberties. In the United States and elsewhere across the globe, democracy faces new threats from authoritarian movements. To understand this assault, we must understand the lessons of our past. In Erasing History, Stanley exposes the true danger of authoritarianism’s attacks on institutions of education, historically places of critical inquiry and preservation of common memory. He’ll illustrate that hearts and minds are won in our schools and universities—places that democratic societies across the world are now ill-prepared to help defend against fascism. Moderated by David Moscrop.  

78. Sarah Ellis in Conversation
Saturday, October 24 5:00pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/78 

Sarah Ellis’s wife had been toughing it out with multiple sclerosis for more than a decade when she finally received a date for a medically assisted death in Switzerland. In My Year in Fairyland, Ellis, a celebrated children’s book author, shares an unforgettable memoir about the year of waiting for the appointed date—a year filled with astonishing moments of playfulness and joy, followed by searing grief, and abiding love. Bill Richardson, who called the book “its own kind of miracle,” interviews Ellis about her journey and what has come after, in this tender and intimate event. 

79. Beauty and Terror: Kevin Hardcastle and Zak Jones in Conversation
Saturday, October 24 5:00pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/79 

These acclaimed, must-read new novels immerse readers in searing family dramas set in rural North American communities. With unforgettable storylines and breathtaking prose, they illuminate heartwrenching generational inheritances of pain and violence—as well as the love and resilience of those living on the edge. Three sisters fight for ownership of their dead father’s farm in Kevin Hardcastle’s propulsive and thrilling County Road Six; in the process, a long-buried family secret comes to light, revealing an unanticipated inheritance of violence. Following three generations living in isolated Appalachia, Zak Jones’s Fancy Gap is an unflinching look at the desperation that throws kerosene on the flames of opioid use, poverty, illness, and apocalyptic Christianity. They’ll speak about how they crafted these revelatory novels with attention and empathy. 

80. Lit Cab
Saturday, October 24 7:30pm $55
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/80 

A perennial favourite that sells out every year, the Literary Cabaret is a guaranteed hit: combine six acclaimed and award-winning authors with one band and a table of friends for a night of art and delight! Pianist, producer, and multi-instrumentalist Benjamin Millman returns as our charismatic Musical Director, leading his band, The Oxymorons, in performing original pieces that will accompany lyrical readings from literary greats: Catherine Chidgey (The Book of Guilt), Kim Fu (The Valley of Vengeful Ghosts), Melissa Harrison (The Given World), Ferdia Lennon (Glorious Exploits), Jordy Rosenberg (Night Night Fawn), and Douglas Stuart (John of John).
Ferdia Lennon's attendance made possible thanks to the generous support of Culture Ireland. Catherine Chidgey's attendance generously supported by Creative New Zealand Toi Aotearoa.

81. Edwidge Danticat in Conversation
Saturday, October 24 8:00pm $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/81 

The recipient of a MacArthur “Genius” grant, Edwidge Danticat’s renowned works of fiction include Breath, Eyes, Memory, an Oprah's Book Club selection; The Dew Breaker, a PEN/Faulkner Award finalist and winner of the inaugural Story Prize; and Claire of the Sea Light, a New York Times Notable Book. Dèy is her first novel in more than a decade, and one of her most deeply affecting works yet. Moving from Haiti to Brooklyn to Miami, Dèy follows a narrator who flits between worlds like a firefly, telling a deeply affecting story of the Haitian diaspora, grief, and inseverable family ties. Danticat speaks to this exquisitely beautiful novel, and her work to date, with former host of CBC Radio’s Writers & Company, Eleanor Wachtel. 

82. The Responsibility of War
Saturday, October 24 8:00pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/82 

In the midst of deep suffering, there is also unassailable humanity, resistance, and hope; these authors come together for a powerful discussion about the terrible costs of war and our collective responsibility to humanity. In his essay collection The Blood of Things, Jamaluddin Aram reflects on the complexities of exile and his birthplace in Afghanistan. Nazanine Hozar is the Iranian-Canadian author of The Small Ones, a searing novel about children caught up in a military insurgence along the Iran–Iraq border. Foreign correspondent Sally Hayden has covered some of the darkest moments of our time; This Is Also a Love Story reveals the love and goodness she’s encountered too, challenging us to reconsider preconceptions and imagine a better world. Moderated by Minelle Mahtani.  
Sally Hayden's attendance made possible thanks to the generous support of Culture Ireland.

83. Kliph Nesteroff: Sorry, We're Funny
Saturday, October 24 8:00pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/83 

“You can hardly move about Hollywood and Manhattan without bumping into Canadians," wrote Variety in the 1960s. Scores of talented Canadian comics had already infiltrated American writers’ rooms and studios, while dreaming of a comedy scene they could call their very own. The infrastructure didn’t exist at home yet, so our comedians began to build it independently. Pushing back against cultural conservatism, media control, and national modesty, they invented a new and distinctly Canadian kind of comedy—sly, smart and subversive, character-driven and absurdist, and quietly revolutionary. Kliph Nesteroff, the “premier popular historian of comedy” (New York Times) shares the impressive history of Canadian comedy in Sorry, We’re Funny and at this entertaining event. Moderated by Charles Demers.
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84. Clara Hughes: Learning to Breathe	
Sunday, October 25 10:00am $28
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/84 

Elite Canadian athlete Clara Hughes is the only person in history to have won multiple medals in both the Summer and Winter Olympic Games. The six-time medalist powered through pain to achieve extraordinary success—with profound consequences for her body and mind. A catastrophic knee injury coincided with menopausal hot flashes and dizzying mood swings, forcing her into stillness and depression. Finding little support through traditional avenues, Clara turned to psychedelic-assisted therapy. Grab a cup of coffee and spend your Sunday with this Canadian icon as she shares her healing journey in a vulnerable and humourous conversation with Joanna Cheek.
Presented in partnership with Simon & Schuster Canada. 

85. Emerge
Sunday, October 25 10:30am $10 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/85 

Join SFU Creative Writing to hear readings from emerge 26: the annual anthology from the students of The Writer’s Studio program at Simon Fraser University. You’ll receive a tantalizing taste of work from those emerging authors who have participated in the illustrious program this year, and discover new voices in the writing community, from novelists and poets to essayists. For aspiring authors, hear from writers who have turned a dream of creating into a reality with the help of professional mentors. Join this immersive celebration of new talent!
Presented in collaboration with SFU’s The Writer's Studio. 

86. Keum Suk Gendry-Kim: My Friend Kim Jong Un
Sunday, October 25 10:30am $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/86 

On an island near Seoul, North Korea sits visible from cartoonist Keum Suk Gendry-Kim’s home and studio. The spectre of the infamous dictatorship looms over daily life. In My Friend Kim Jong Un, the Harvey Award-winning Korean graphic novelist explores the life of the supreme leader, and the long shadow North Korea casts over Korean society. Weaving her personal accounts together with interviews with former South Korean president Moon Jae-in, North Korean defectors, researchers, journalists, and even Kim’s former chef, this book is a cautionary tale on what makes a dictator, at a time when these lessons are more relevant in the West than ever. In this rare Canadian appearance, Gendry-Kim will speak with acclaimed translator Janet Hong, who has translated all her books into English. 

87. The Conversations
Sunday, October 25 10:30am $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/87 

This popular returning event is like witnessing a live recording of your favourite literary podcast—no headphones required. Moderator Marsha Lederman conducts back-to-back interviews with the authors of some of the most talked about novels of the season. Sharon Bala, the bestselling author of The Boat People, joins us with Good Guys, a page-turning moral drama about the dark side of philanthropy. PP Wong’s Canada Reads-longlisted dystopian thriller, Slice the Water, explores the amplifying impacts of technology in a military dictatorship ruled by a book-burning king. Multi-award-winning author Gary Barwin spins a hilarious and poignant tale of love, death, and sacrifice in The Comedian’s Book of the Dead. 

88. Food for Thought
Sunday, October 25 10:30am $55 
Dockside Restaurant
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/88 

This signature event returns with the luminous ideas and fascinating readings you’ve come to expect—in a comfortable new venue with an elevated dining experience. We’re thrilled to bring Food for Thought to the Dockside Restaurant at the Granville Island Hotel. Enjoy a delicious continental breakfast with coffee and tea as seven authors of intriguing nonfiction explore topics at the forefront of our minds: Brian Goldman (The Casino Shift), Kirsten Johnson (Humanitarienne: A Doctor’s Stories from the Conflict Zone), Turi King (The Secrets of our DNA), Justin McElroy (Searching for the Best Place on Earth), Wiley Wei-Chiun Ho (The Astronaut Children of Dunbar Street), and Jody Wilson-Raybould (The Inbetween Leader). Hosted by Kathryn Gretsinger.
Presented in partnership with Dockside Restaurant.

89. All Eyes on the North
Sunday, October 25 1:30pm $28 
Waterfront Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/89 

Canada is under siege from the simultaneous threats of climate change ravaging the land, and foreign interference undermining the foundations of our democracy. These intertwining perils are not a coincidence, but the result of capitalist government policies that prioritize resource extraction over protection of land and people. L.E. Fox dissects climate change from a radical, working-class perspective in This Book Is a Knife. In Mother Earth Is Our Elder, Dene activist and writer Katłı̨̀ą offers insight from elders and knowledge keepers who have long protected Mother Earth. Patrick Lennox’s urgent On Treason reveals the calculated influence of the global far right on the Albertan separatist referendum, touching upon northern resource extraction that is a driving force of this dangerous movement. Moderated by David Moscrop. 
Presented in partnership with Lime Canada.

90. Women's Voices from Europe	
Sunday, October 25 1:30pm $28 
NEST
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/90 

Here is a rare opportunity to hear from three influential, contemporary European writers, all on one Vancouver stage. Award-winning Estonian writer and poet Carolina Pihelgas shares her first work to be translated into English; The Cut Line follows a woman who flees to the countryside to put an end to her toxic 14-year relationship. The Long Version, by renowned Czech author Petra Hůlová, explores the shifting meanings of feminism over generations as a woman and her daughter clash. Camille de Peretti joins us from France with Portrait of an Unknown Woman, a dazzling reimagining of the life of Gustav Klimt’s model in one of his most iconic paintings. Moderated by Anna Ling Kaye. 
Camille de Peretti's appearance presented with the generous support of the Institut français du Canada. Presented in Partnership with Alliance Française Vancouver.

91. Best of BC Mysteries
Sunday, October 25 1:30pm $28 
Revue Stage
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/91 

From the waters of False Creek to seemingly idyllic rural towns, these page-turners from lauded local crime writers delve into chilling or charming mysteries based right here in British Columbia. Guns Across the River, the gritty sixth novel in Sam Wiebe’s renowned Wakeland series, follows an attempted suicide case into the corruption of Vancouver’s underworld. Iona Whishaw lightens things up in A False and Fatal Claim, an entertaining mystery in which Lane Winslow, a Nancy Drew for adults, must try to get guests to a wedding alive and in one piece. Roz Nay introduces a quirky cast of characters and a murder plot in her instant classic cozy mystery, All Rise for Murder. Moderated by Robert Wiersema.

92. The Afternoon Tea
Sunday, October 25 3:30pm $55 
Performance Works
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/92 

Savour an afternoon of outstanding readings and high tea delicacies at this beloved Writers Fest tradition first started by our late founding artistic director, Alma Lee. The tables will be laden with scones, sandwiches, and cookies; the tea and coffee will be flowing, alongside a signature glass of sherry. Accompanying the sumptuous spread are readings of captivating fiction from celebrated authors: Anita Rau Badami (Asha in Her Garden), Patricia Finn (The Golden Boy), Melissa Harrison (The Given World), Nazanine Hozar (The Small Ones), Eden Robinson (The Sorceress of Sky Serpents), and Damien Wilkins (Delirious). Hosted by Bill Richardson. 
Generously sponsored by the Faris Family in memory of Yulanda Faris.

93. Closing Night: True Patriot Love with Carol Off
Sunday, October 25 7:00pm $28 
York Theatre
Link: https://writersfest.bc.ca/festival-event-2026/93

Come together with other engaged readers and thinkers at this year’s closing night event, where we’ll consider who we are as Canadians, where we’re going, and why Canada is seen by many as a beacon of hope in an age of cynicism. In True Patriot Love, former CBC Radio host Carol Off reveals a hopeful portrait of our collective identity. Off also wrote the foreword for a forthcoming republication of The Vanishing Country by the late author and activist Mel Hurtig. Originally published in 2002, Hurtig’s book is a trailblazing record of the alarming “sellout” of Canada to the USA. Off speaks with David Moscrop, editor of this new edition, about how lessons from the crises of the past sixty years have prepared Canadians to seize the current moment to become a more mature and sovereign country. 
Presented in partnership with Canada's National Observer.
