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Welcome to the 2026 Reading List! This Reading List represents over 140 authors who will be joining the Vancouver Writers Fest at our flagship Festival, taking place this year from October 18–25.

Click on any book title below to read the book’s synopsis. You’ll also find options there to purchase the books in hardcover, paperback, audiobook, or ebook form (where available). 

This list represents all confirmed titles as of June 26, 2026. There’s more to come! Check our website for the latest additions: https://writersfest.bc.ca/2026-books 

To find a list of only books with audiobooks available for purchase, check out our playlist on Libro.fm: 
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Dad Era
Jordan Abel

Cages
Chantel Acevedo

The Radiance 
Ayad Akhtar

The Blood of Things: A Love Letter to Afghanistan 
Jamaluddin Aram

Welcome to Sunny Town 
Théodora Armstrong

Missed Connections with Tall Girls
Gwen Aube

Asha in Her Garden 
Anita Rau Badami

Good Guys 
Sharon Bala

The Two Roberts 
Damian Barr

The Comedian’s Book of the Dead 
Gary Barwin

Do It Wrong: How to Be a Poet In the Twenty-First Century 
Derek Beaulieu

Where the Earth Meets the Sky: A Story of Penguins, People and Place in Antarctica	
Louise K. Blight

Why Not You: My Story of Perseverance, Hockey, and Olympic Gold 
Jennifer Botterill

The Typewriter and the Guillotine: An American Journalist, a German Serial Killer, and Paris on the Eve of WWII 
Mark Braude

Cheapskate in Lotusland: The Philosophy and Practice of Living Well on a Small Budget 
Steve Burgess

Just a Girl 
Cassie Campbell-Pascall

Very Vancouver: Uncovering the Soul of a West Coast City 
Christopher Cheung

The Book of Guilt 
Catherine Chidgey

Here Where We Live Is Our Country: The Story of the Jewish Bund 
Molly Crabapple

Dèy	
Edwidge Danticat

Portrait of an Unknown Woman 
Camille de Peretti

Tougher than the Rest	
Dina Del Bucchia

Dodge City 
Patrick deWitt

The Reverse Centaur’s Guide to Life After AI
Cory Doctorow

Tell Others: Storytelling for a World in Turmoil 
Kim Echlin

Seasons of Glass and Iron 
Amal El-Mohtar

Homebound 
Portia Elan

My Year in Fairyland: Grief, MAID, and a Lifetime of Books 
Sarah Ellis

Housing Inc.: A Global Takeover and Our Fight for Home  
Leilani Farha

This Book is a Knife: Radical Working-Class Strategies in the Age of Climate Change	
L.E. Fox

The Valley of Vengeful Ghosts 
Kim Fu

sometimes, forest 
Elee Kraljii Gardiner

I Used to Be a Pisces	
Camilla Gibb

The Good Eye 
Jess Gibson

The Casino Shift: Stories from an ER on the Edge 
Dr. Brian Goldman

Villa Coco 
Andrew Sean Greer

Endings: Encounters with Extinction
Neil Griffin

County Road Six 
Kevin Hardcastle

The Given World 
Melissa Harrison

This Is Also a Love Story	
Sally Hayden

The Astronaut Children of Dunbar Street 
Wiley Wei-Chiun Ho

How to Nourish a Cannibal 
Jess Housty

The Small Ones 
Nazanine Hozar

Learning to Breathe 
Clara Hughes

The Long Version	
Petra Hůlová

The Disappearers 
Marlon James

Playing the Changes: A Musician’s Memoir 
Colin James

Humanitarienne: A Doctor’s Stories from the Conflict Zone 
Kirsten Johnson

Kin 
Tayari Jones

Fancy Gap	
Zak Jones

Dismantling 
Eve Joseph
Mother Earth Is Our Elder: A Northern Indigenous Perspective on the Climate Crisis	
Katłı̨̀ą

Nebulas 
Meghan Kemp-Gee

Embrace 
Bal Khabra

The Secrets of our DNA: How Genetics Has Changed the World	
Turi King

Taipei Story (SPECIAL EVENT)
R. F. Kuang

Love Among Thieves 
Katrina Kwan

Variations on a Dream
Angelique Lalonde

We Are Underlings 
Doretta Lau

Glorious Exploits 
Ferdia Lennon

Bright Machine 
Canisia Lubrin

Beginning Middle End 
Valeria Luiselli

Exit Party (SPECIAL EVENT)
Emily St. John Mandel

The Earth Said Remember Me: How to Restore and Sustain a Livable Planet
Jason Dove Mark
Searching for the Best Place on Earth: 52 Countries in 52 Weeks 
Justin McElroy

Live to See the Day: Impossible Goals, Unimaginable Futures, and the Pursuit of Things That May Never Be 
Mark Medley

In Trees: An Exploration 
Robert Moor

Starry Starry Night 
Shani Mootoo

The Book of Birds 
Jackie Morris

The Coffin of Honey 
Geoffrey D. Morrison

All Rise for Murder 
Roz Nay

Sorry, We’re Funny: How Canada Became a Comedy Powerhouse 
Kliph Nesteroff

Blood Clot Banana Bag
Billeh Nickerson

The Truth About Ruby Cooper	
Liz Nugent

Opioids and Organs 
Arizona O’Neill

True Patriot Love: Reporting from the Frontlines of Canadian Sovereignty
Carol Off

The Typing Lady 
Ruth Ozeki
Inheritance 
Jane Park

Ways of Listening: Building a Deeper Relationship with Music in the Streaming Era
Rollie Pemberton

The Seabird Trials: How a Scientist Took Big Oil to Court and Won
Briony Penn

The Cut Line	
Carolina Pihelgas

A Glacier’s Guide to Dying 
Michelle Porter

A New Kind of Clean
Iain Reid and Ellie Foumbi

Let’s Kiss and Tell 
Joss Richard

Riverwork 
Lisa Robertson

The Sorceress of Sky Serpents 
Eden Robinson

Ten Clear Days	
Eric Beck Rubin

Library of Brothel 
Anakana Schofield

The Hystericals 
Vivek Shraya

Sharing the Light 
Monique Gray Smith
Lower City 
Alex Spring

Erasing History: How Fascists Rewrite the Past to Control the Future 
Jason Stanley

John of John 
Douglas Stuart

Layaway Child 
Chanel Sutherland

Flesh	
David Szalay

Nation of Strangers: Rebuilding Home in the 21st Century 
Ece Temelkuran

Pizza Before We Die
Yasuko Thanh

The Savage Mind: An Indigenous Legacy 
David Treuer

The Names of the New World	
Kawai Strong Washburn

Tough Lies
Jesse Wente

Our Wild Familiars: How Animals Are Adapting to Cities and Reshaping the Natural World	
Dan Werb

Born to be Wild: Reckoning with the Zoo in the Age of Extinction 
Andrew Westoll

A False and Fatal Claim
Iona Whishaw

Cool Machine (SPECIAL EVENT)	
Colson Whitehead

Guns Across the River 
Sam Wiebe

Delirious 
Damien Wilkins

The Inbetween Leader: Cultivating Courage and Unity in a Complex World
Jody Wilson-Raybould

Slice the Water
PP Wong
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My Language Is a Garden
E.G. Alaraj 

Isle of Teeth 
Tessa Barbosa

Frostbite: A Graphic Novel
Ian Boothby, Pia Guerra

Lake Life	
Tanya Boteju

Witchward Bound	
Erin Bow

Dominic Bean and the Mammoth Melt	
Emilie Christie Burack

Sticking to the Facts: 10 Ways to Fight Misinformation
Gregor Craigie

When the World Was Twice as Big 
Aaron Cully Drake

Mac and Croc	
Jami Gigot

Bat Planet: The Mysterious Life of the Creatures of the Night	
Neil Griffin

Inbetweens 
Faith Erin Hicks

Behind Five Willows
June Hur

It’s Not Over Yet 
Salma Hussain

Song of the Saltings 
Rachael King

The Grimmelings 
Rachael King

I Am Connected	
Ḵung Jaadee

One Ocean: 7 Ways to Save the Seas
Mark Leiren-Young 

Juni and the Anything Tree
Hayley Lowe

Eleven Out of Ten
Stacey Matson 

A Friend Is a Friend Is a Friend	
Sara O'Leary

Kaboom! Volume 1: Blast Off	
Jay Odjick

Canada: We Are the Story 
Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley (Illustrator), story by Richard Wagamese

Minnow 
Willie Poll

A Salmon Story: Protecting the Future 
Willie Poll

Ramin Abbas Has MAJOR Questions	
Ahmad Saber

The Crucible of Pain 
Coltrane Seesequasis

Kohkom’s First Drum 
Monique Gray Smith

Here for a Good Time 
Kim Spencer

Springtime in Kitkatla 
Kim Spencer

The Book of Jupiter 
Robin Stevenson

The Hanging Bones 
Elle Tesch

The Shapeshifter’s Guide to Gym Class 
Kai Cheng Thom

The River She Became
Emily Varga

Goodbye, Koi	
Jack Wong

Cemetery Game	
Alan Woo
