












IAN WEIR
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
EVENTS 42, 62

Ian Weir is an award-
winning screenwriter, 
playwright and novelist. 
His television credits 
include the CBC 
miniseries Dragon Boys, the long-running 
CBC teen drama Edgemont, and more 
than 100 episodes for more than 20 
series, including Flashpoint, Cold Squad 
and Beachcombers. He has also written 
several stage plays and nine three young 
adult novels. He has won two Gemini 
Awards, four Leo Awards, a Jessie 
Richardson Theatre Award and a Writers 
Guild of Canada Canadian Screenwriting 
Award. His latest novel is Daniel 
O’Thunder.

ZOE WHITTALL 
ONTARIO, EVENTS 44, 46

Fiction writer and poet 
Zoe Whittall’s debut 
novel Bottle Rocket 
Hearts was a Globe and 
Mail Top 100 book and a 
Quill and Quire Best Book. In 2007, she 
was named Emerging Author of the Year 
by NOW Magazine. Her new novel is 
Holding Still for as Long as Possible. She 
lives in Toronto.

CATHLEEN WITH
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
EVENT 56

Cathleen With has 
worked as a teacher 
for Korean children, 
Khmer NGO workers, 
Arctic teenagers and Thai street children. 
Skids, her short story collection about 
street kids from the Davie Village to the 
Downtown Eastside, was shortlisted for 
the 2007 Relit award. Her work has also 
been published in several literary journals 
and magazines. Having Faith in the Polar 
Girls’ Prison is her fi rst novel.

ALEXIS WRIGHT
AUSTRALIA, EVENTS 9, 37

Aboriginal author and 
activist Alexis Wright, a 
member of the Waanyi 
nation of the southern 
highlands of the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, is one of 
Australia’s fi nest writers. Her books include 
Grog War, a study of alcohol abuse in 
the outback town of Tennant Creek, and 
the novel Plains of Promise, which was 
shortlisted for the Commonwealth Prize, 
The Age Book of the Year Award and the 
New South Wales Premier’s Award for 
Fiction. Plains of Promise has also been 
translated into French. Her latest book 
is the international bestseller and winner 
of Australia’s prestigious Miles Franklin 
Literary Award, Carpentaria.

Alexis Wright’s appearance is made possible by the 
Australian Council for the Arts.

TIM WYNNE-JONES 
ONTARIO, 
EVENTS 13, 15, 22, 43

Tim Wynne-Jones is 
an award-winning writer 
of novels for children, 
young adults and adults. 
His many books include 
Odd’s End, Zoom at Sea, The Maestro 
and The Boy in the Burning House. His 
latest novel, The Uninvited, is part gripping 
thriller, part family drama.

PAUL YEE
ONTARIO, EVENTS 3, 26

Paul Yee is the recipient 
of the Governor General’s 
Award for Ghost Train 
and the City of Vancouver 
Book Award for Saltwater 
City. He has written 
numerous books for young people, 
including The Jade Necklace, The Bone 
Collector’s Son and What Happened This 
Summer. Paul is a leading chronicler of 
the Chinese immigration experience in 
Canada. Having grown up in Vancouver, 
he now lives in Toronto. 
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Print Futures: Professional Writing 

Make it
in writing.
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86

Ignite your potential

Gain research, writing, editing and design skills.
Evening and part-time classes available for 
working professionals.

Info: 604-527-5292 or 
printfutures@douglas.bc.ca
douglascollege.ca/pf



IN MEMORIAM

Frank McCourt was one of those writers who was 
born to take the stage. Of course, he had a lot of 
practice teaching, as he did for decades in New York 
City public high schools. His last visit to the Festival 
was for his book Teacher Man, at an event held at 
Christ Church Cathedral. For the fi rst ten minutes 
of his talk, he kept us laughing and enthralled as he 
spoke extemporaneously about what it was like for a Catholic to stand 
at an Anglican pulpit. He will be greatly missed. 

The Australian writer and poet Dorothy Porter died 
last December of complications from breast cancer. 
She was a guest at our Festival on a number of 
occasions and a great supporter of Festivals here 
and abroad. In Australia, the distinguished writer 
David Malouf gave this tribute to Dorothy:“She 
had such a vitality and a grasp of life which was 
extraordinary. She had enormous energy and she was a really feisty 
person. And I think you see that in the way she made her poetry work, 
in very spare tight verse. And she not only found a readership for her 
verse novels, she found a very large readership. There’ll be a lot of 
people out there who admire her, and are fond of her and will miss her 
very much.”

Frank McCourt

Dorothy Porter

Rants, politics and satire FEATURING “The Lalo and Patrick Show”
A combination of the “Sardonic edge of an early Woody Allen”

with a fl ourish of jazzy lyrics and improvised piano humour

www.theLaloBlog.com
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THE INVITATION
Submit your fi nest prose and poetry to the Vancouver 
International Writers Festival Poetry & Short Story Contest.

THE REWARDS
Prizes will be awarded to the top two entries in poetry 
and fi ction. 

1ST PRIZE IN EACH CATEGORY: $350

2ND PRIZE IN EACH CATEGORY: $250

First prize winners will published in the Spring 2010
issue of subTERRAIN and on the Festival website: 
www.writersfest.bc.ca.

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL 
WRITERS FESTIVAL POETRY AND SHORT STORY CONTEST

THE RULES
1. The contest is open to all writers.
2.   Entries will be accepted for previously unpublished work in 

each category:
 a. Poetry (any style): 500 word limit
 b. Creative Short Fiction: 1,500 word limit
3.  Entries will be judged blind. Please do not put your name on your 

story or poem. On a separate sheet, include your name, address 
and phone number and the word count of your piece. For each 
story or poem, please include a $10 entry fee. Make cheques 
payable to the Vancouver International Writers Festival.

4.  Drop off or mail two copies of each entry to the Vancouver 
International Writers Festival, 202–1398 Cartwright St., Vancouver, 
BC  V6H 3R8

5 Your entry should be typed, double-spaced, on 8.5 x 11-inch paper.
6. Please do not send originals; entries will not be returned.
7.  Winners will be selected by a panel of professionals in the 

publishing and book industry.
8.  Entries must be postmarked or delivered on or before 5 pm on 

October 25, 2009.
9.  Winners will be announced by January 15, 2010.

SPONSORED BY
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